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SPRING 2003 Volume 9 Issue 3 
VUB Awards Banquet 2003 
10 tudents and staff came together ( . and celebrated success at the flilI 11 th annual VUB Awards Ban-2) quet, held at the University 
Plaza / Patsy Sloan Convention 
Center on May 2, 2003. 
Above: Mark Rountree, Student of the Year 2003 
The evening began with a greeting 
from Western Kentucky University, de-
livered by Ken Dyrsen, Director of 
Educational Enhancement Programs. 
While guests finished their buffet 
meals, State Senator Brett Guthrie 
spoke about "pressing on ," maintaining 
the drive to achieve our goals. 
After the dinner, Director Randy 
Wilson presented certificates to all 
VUB students from the previous year 
who have "pressed on" and enrolled in 
a postsecondary school. 
Counselor/Coordinator Martha 
Kenney presented certificates to for-
mer VUB graduates who have 
(Continued on page 4: Awards) 
Congratulations Graduates!!! 
lA, s the spring semester winds down 
=:!I we con-
gratulate several 
former participants 
who have either al-
ready received a 
diploma or who are 
graduating from 
their postsecondary 
pursuits this May. Cum Laude. 
Alison Anderson , 
VUB Student of the 
Year for 2000, was 
awarded her Bache-
lor of Arts (BA) in So-
ciology at the May 
2003 graduation 
ceremonies. Alison 
has earned the dis-
tinction of honor 
graduate, Summa 
Eight former VUB participants earned James Crain earned his Bachelor 
Bachelors degrees from Western Ken-
tucky University during the past year. (Continued on page 2: Congratulations) 
Spring Open House 2003 
Banquet Photos 
More 2003 Banquet Photos 
Director's Desk I How to Show Your Appreciation and Support 
Student Spotlight: 
Geoff Thompson 
I eing a student in the Veterans IJJ Upward Bound Program has • helped me take a major step to-ward success. My name is 
Geoff Thompson and I am a 26-year-
old veteran of the United States Army. 
I was born into a family where having 
a college education was the standard. 
During high school I ran into family 
problems that affected my schooling 
and obtained a G.E.D. Feeling like 
the "black sheep" of my family and 
truly longing for a college education, I 
sketched out a path to success. 
I was the first to join the military in my 
family. This decision was a scary 
one, but I knew that the good was go-
ing to outweigh the bad. The Army 
helped to instill self-confidence, much 
needed discipline, and a huge sense 
of responsibility. I took great pride in 
(Continued on page 3: Student Spotlight) 
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(Congratulations: Continued from page 1) 
Df Science (BS) in Elementary Edu-
cation in December 2002. James is 
currently teaching at Lost River Ele-
mentary School in Bowling Green, 
KY. 
Jerrold Daugherty completed his BA 
in history and was awarded a di-
ploma in May 2003. 
Dennis Garrison received his 
Bachelors of General Studies (BGS) 
in May 2003. 
Larry Lawrence completed his BGS 
and was awarded his diploma in May 
2002. 
Ron Stewart was awarded his BS 
degree in Middle Grades/Secondary 
Education in May 2003. 
.... 
VUB Spring Open House 2003 
On March 25, VUB held an Open House so that famil ies of our participants can 
see where their loved ones attend school. Above and to the left are images of 
VUB staff, students, and significant others sharing an evening meal. 
Clockwise from above left: (front, I-r) Lee Dalton, Bill Martin, his wife Rachael , 
Will King holding his daughters Renee and Tabitha , his wife Julia, (rear, I-r) 
Martha Kenney, Juan Gonzalez, Kim Smith , Pat Ault and Ken Dyrsen; 
Charles Spenser, Wanda and Bennett Gatewood, and Jenny McCDY; Mike 
Kenney and Director Randy Wilson. 
Anna Voorhies completed her BS 
degree in Public Health in December 
2002. Currently Anna is interviewing 
for positions with the federal govern-
ment. 
Jimmy Williams completed his BS in 
Electrical Engineering Technology in 
December 2002. 
VUB also had nine former 
participants who completed 
Associate Degrees. 
Robert Bush, Michael 
Elliott, Kim Hibbard, 
Hugh Joiner, 
Rebecca McNulty, 
Mark Montgomery, 
Deidre Stewart and 
Grant Wilson all 
received Associate 
degrees from 
Western Kentucky 
University Community College. 
John Maloney received his Associate 
degree from Monroe Community 
College in Rochester, NY. 
In addition, former VUB participant 
Martin Schenck earned a Graduate 
Certificate in History. 
These graduates were honored at the 
annual VUB Awards Banquet on 
May 2, 2003, at the Holiday 
Inn University Plaza Con-
vention Center. 
See VUB Awards Ban-
quet 2003, page 1 for 
more information about 
the banquet. 
For more congratula-
tions, see Notes and 
News, page 5 . 
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(Student Spotlight: Continued from page 1) 
the job that I did for the Army. I spent 
the first year at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina, jumping out of high per-
formance aircraft and meeting life 
long friends. I had the chance to 
take college courses at night and on 
the weekends. I soon fell in love with 
the benefits of being a soldier, such 
as 100% paid college, learning about 
new cultures and languages, and 
traveling . I reenlisted for three more 
years, two of which were to be spent 
in Germany. 
During my memorable tour in Ger-
many I took a Human Genetics 
course. This course is where I 
learned of the great passion that I 
have for the medical field . The 
course has motivated me to pursue a 
lifelong career in nursing and anes-
thesiology. While in Germany, I also 
met my lifelong mate, my wife Katie. 
Katie and I were married upon return-
ing stateside. We found ourselves 
stationed at Ft. Campbell , Kentucky, 
assigned to the fast paced 101" Air-
borne Division. During my last year 
in the Army, I rappelled out of heli-
copters, earned my Sergeant Stripes, 
and Katie gave birth to beautiful twin 
boys, Andrew and Caleb. At that 
point in time, I thought that pursuing 
my dreams and going to college were 
out of the question. My supportive 
wife, knowing how important my 
dreams were, decided to make the 
Page 3 
ultimate sacrifice to work while I go to 
school and take care of the boys. 
This will give me the chance to reach 
my goal. 
The Veterans Upward Bound Pro-
gram has helped me immensely in 
gaining back the skills and knowl-
edge needed for college that were 
lost over the years. The staff is com-
prised of not only highly intelligent 
people, but people that are patient 
and compassionate. These attributes 
help me feel secure and confident in 
my decision to return to education. 
Thanks to the wonderful staff at Vet-
erans Upward Bound, I am now that 
much closer to becoming the man, 
husband, and father that I know I can 
be. 
Clockw;se from top leh: State Senator Brett Guthrie greets vue Director Randy Wilson; Student of the Year Mark Rountree with his former VUB 
instructor Marlys Garman; Dare to Dream winner Charles "Fil" Filson and his wife Robin; Alumni of the Year co-winner James Crain; Alumni of the 
Year co-winner Alison Anderson. 
Page 4 
More 2003 Awards Banquet Photos 
Clockwise from top left: Senator Brett Guthrie watches as awards are presented; Prince and Cora Mack; Will and 
Jul ia King ; the "Door Prize Table"; Director Randy Wilson receives a check from the American Legion, presented by 
AL member and VUB student Edwin Phelps. 
(Awards: Continued from page 1) 
completed degrees (see Congratu-
lations Graduates!!!, page 1). 
Martha also presented the Alumni of 
the Year award to co-winners Alison 
Anderson and James Crain. 
Several participants were awarded 
Outstanding Effort certificates by 
Adult Education Specialist Cassie 
Zippay. Those receiving certificates 
were Glen Bolling, Tom Bridges, 
Bennett Gatewood, Bill Martin, 
Jeff Minton, Jim Smith , Kim Smith, 
Nate Taylor, Geoff Thompson and 
Will King . 
Adu lt Education Specialist Davy 
Stone presented the "Dare to Dream" 
award to Charles " Fil" Filson. Fil 
attended classes regularly last fall 
and was making remarkable pro-
gress before he had to take a break 
from classes during treatment for 
cancer. Fil tells us he has re-
sponded very well to the treatment 
he's receiving. 
VUB Adult Education Specialist 
Marlys Garman presented the 
Student of the Year award to Mark 
Rountree. Mark attended 
the VUB Math/Science In i-
tiative in Montana last sum-
mer. He is now attending 
classes at Elizabethtown 
Technical College. 
Director Randy Wilson pre-
sented two scholarship 
awards to Mary Clark. 
Mary, our 2002 Student of 
the Year, received both our 
local VUB scholarship worth 
$200 as well as the 2003 
Kentucky Association of 
Educational Opportunity 
Program Personnel 
(KAEOPP) Adult Learners 
Scholarship for $350. 
Don Poston, Quartermaster 
for the VFW, and Edwin 
Phelps, 3rd Vice-
Commander of the Ameri-
can Legion and VUB stu-
dent, each presented 
checks from their organiza-
tions for the VUB scholarship fund . The two checks totaled $800. 
Finally, Office Associate Pat Ault drew names for the various door prizes, which 
were donated by such organizations as The Garden Patch, BellSouth, 
Kellogg 's/Keebler, Western Kentucky University's national championship 
football program, NAVUBPP and the Holiday Inn University Plaza Hotel. 
Page 5 
The Director's Desk 
Special Director's Request: 
How To Show Your 
Appreciation and 
Support 
~:!I. ost-testing is a very important 
part of the VUB program. As 
part of our grant we are 
required to get post-test 
scores on our students. This test is 
compared to the one you took when 
you entered the program. The dif-
ference between the scores is used 
to show your total improvement. As 
you prepare to leave VUB and 
move into either college or technical 
school, remember to schedule a 
post-test with Martha. The future 
success of our program may de-
pend on it. 
~, 
I very year participants tell us how much they appreciate VUB. Many of these students come back after being out of 
the program for a while. Most are 
people who are in college or vo-
tech schools or have graduated 
with a degree. They often want to 
express their appreciation by volun-
teering or speaking up for VUB. 
Recently I have identified another 
way for people to express their ap-
preciation. At the risk of sounding 
like a telemarketer or solicitor, I 
would urge you to consider making 
a monetary donation to the VUB 
Scholarship Fund. This scholarship 
started with generous donations 
from the local VFW and American 
Legion. 
• ••••••••••••••••••• 
We are now accepting students for 
our summer program. If you wish 
to attend this summer, please mark 
your calendar to show that summer 
classes begin on Tuesday, May 27, 
2003, and will run through Thurs-
day, July 31 . 
•••••••••••••••••••• 
While we are looking to the future, I 
would like to ask every participant 
to recommend us to your friends 
who are veterans. Recruitment is 
running behind schedule this year 
and we still need to enroll 40 stu-
dents between now and the end of 
September. 
•••••••••••••••••••• 
These are trying times for everyone 
in the U.S.A. and around the world . 
Please keep a positive attitude and 
do not give up on your dreams of 
higher education. VUB will continue 
running our classes and we hope to 
see lots of vets taking advantage of 
our free services. 
••• *** •••••••••••••• 
Watch the VUB website at 
http://www.wku.edu/vub. Davy has 
already added staff pictures to the 
website and he will be updating vari-
ous pages over the next few months. No donation is too small. Any 
amount you can afford and wish to 
donate will be added to the scholar-
ship fund. The money will be ear-
marked so that it will only help fu-
ture students go to school. 
Special Congratulations 
To make a donation, you can either 
bring the money to any VUB staff 
member or you can write a check 
made out to Veterans Upward 
Bound and mail it to: Veterans Up-
ward Bound, Western Kentucky 
University, 1 Big Red Way - JJH 
114, Bowling Green, KY 42101 . 
• VUB had several former students 
with a 4.0 grade point average for 
the Fall 2002 semester: Alison 
Anderson, James Brown, Kim 
Hibbard, Scott. Robinson, Grant 
Wilson, David Angle, Katherine 
Faesel , Ward Moran, Gary 
Singleton and William Woodard. 
• Four students had grade point averages of 3.5 or better: Kelly Anderson, 
Jerrold Daugherty, James Crain and Dennis Garrison. 
• Congratulations to Alison Anderson and Scott. Robinson, who were each 
inducted into Phi Kappa Ph i, a national honor society. 
• Congratulations are also in order for Scott. Robinson, this time for his 
recently announced engagement to Gail Jaqueline MacEachern. The 
couple will be married on May 17th. 
Above: Mary Clark , 2003 winner of both he 
KAEOPP Adult Learner's Scholarship and local 
VUB Scholarship. See vue Awards Banquet 
2003, page 1. 
... 
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Important Numbers and Dates 
Department of Employment Services, Bowling Green 
(270) 746-7425 
VA Regional Office, Louisville 
(800) 827-1000 
VA Regional Office, Nashville, TN 
(615) 736-5243 
VA Medical Center, Louisville 
(502) 895-3401 
VA Medical Center, Nashville, TN 
(615) 327-4751 
Kentucky Center for Veterans Affairs, Louisville 
(502) 595-4447 
Military Records Branch, Frankfort 
(502) 564-4883 
Kentucky Veterans Center, Wilmore 
(800) 928-4838 
AMVETS, Louisville 
(502) 582-5594 
Disabled American Veterans, Louisville 
(800) 333-1720 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Louisville 
(502) 582-6445 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Louisville 
(502) 582-6926 
May 1 VUB Spring Session Ends 
May2 Annual VUB Awards Banquet 
May 9* Registration Postmark Deadline for 
June 14 ACT Test Date 
May 26 Memorial Day 
VUB Offices Closed 
May 27 VUB Summer Session Begins 
June 14* ACT Test Date 
July 4 Independence Day 
VUB Offices Closed 
July 31 VUB Summer Session Ends 
Aug 25 VUB Fall Session Begins 
*Please call early for infonnation on test dates. VUB may pay testing 
fees, but to do so we must have your application at least six weeks 
prior to the registration postmark deadline. 
